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2 Fundamental Questions using the Principles of the Constitution: 
 

1. What principle divides our Governmental power among 3 separate branches? 

 

 
2. What principle gives each branch of government the ability to exercise a check (control) over  

    another? 
 

 

 

Separation of Powers 

Using the notes from Monday (11/9), Please answer the following questions 
 

3. Which Branch of Government has the power to make laws? 

 

 
4. Which Branch of Government has the power to judge laws as unconstitutional? 

 
 

5. Which Branch of Government has the power to make sure the laws are being followed 

(enforced) 

 
 

6. The President is in which branch? 

 

 
7. The Supreme Court is in which branch? 

 

 
8. What are the two houses of Congress?  

 

 
9. As a Congressmen from Michigan, why do you need to focus on the needs of Michigan 

the most? 

 

 
10. What is the primary focus of the Supreme Court? 
 

 

 



Check and Balances 
Directions: please use the following flow map to help answer the questions below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

11. Which of the following is a power of the 

Legislative branch?  

A.  grant reprieves and pardons for federal crimes 

B.  declare executive acts unconstitutional 

C.  suggest laws and send messages to Congress 

D.  establish lower courts 

 

12. Which branch has the power to check both 

the President and the Supreme Court? 

A.   Judicial Branch 

B.   Executive Branch 

C.   Legislative Branch 

D.   Financial Branch 

 

13. How does the Judicial Branch act as a check 

on the Legislative Branch? 

A.   can declare laws unconstitutional 

B.   can call special sessions of Congress 

C.   can impeach and remove the president 

D.   can veto bills and laws  

 

14. How does the executive branch influence 

Congress?  

A.   through judicial review 

B.   by suggesting laws 

C.   by controlling spending of money 

D.   declaring laws unconstitutional 

15. Which government officials receive 

appointments for life?  

A.   Presidents 

B.   Senators 

C.   Federal judges 

D.   Representatives 

 

16.  One way a president can “check” or limit the 

power of Congress is to: 

A.   Declare a law unconstitutional 

B.   Refuse to ratify a treaty 

C.   Veto acts of Congress (a bill / law) 

D.   Amend the U.S. Constitution 

 

17.  How does the Judicial Branch act as a check 

on the Executive Branch? 

A.   Can declare executive acts unconstitutional 

B.   Can call special sessions of Congress 

C.   Can impeach and remove the president 

D.   Can appoint federal judges 
 

18. Who can Congress impeach? 

A. Representatives and Senators 

B.  Members of the military 

C.  Presidents and Federal Judges 

D. Governors 


