
Informative Rubric for Non-ELA Classes 

 0 – NOT 

RATABLE 

 

1 - 

NOVICE 

2 - EMERGING 3 – 

NEARING 

PROFICIENT 

4 - 

PROFICIENT 

5 - STRONG 6 – ADVANCED 

 

FOCUS Off-topic No clear 

focus 

Maintains clear 

focus on the 

purpose and topic 

throughout at 

least one section 

of the piece.  

Maintains 

clear focus 

through most 

of the piece.  

Maintains clear 

focus 

throughout, 

with some 

irrelevant 

sentences or 

details.  

Maintains clear 

focus throughout, 

with few 

irrelevant 

sentences or 

details.  

Maintains clear focus 

throughout. Nothing 

is irrelevant or 

unnecessary.  

DEVELOPMENT Too short to 

convey 

meaning 

Little 

elaboration 

of ideas.  

A few ideas are 

developed with 

some facts, 

details, and/or 

quotations.  

Most ideas 

are developed 

with facts, 

details, and or 

quotations, 

but 

development 

is uneven.  

Topic is 

adequately 

developed with 

facts, details, 

and/or 

quotations.  

Topic is well-

developed with 

facts, details, 

quotations, and 

other related 

information.  

Topic is exceptionally 

well-developed with 

relevant and specific 

facts, concrete details, 

quotations, and other 

information. Support 

provides deeper 

understanding for the 

reader.  

ORGANIZATION No 

organization 

Missing 

more than 

one section 

of the paper 

(introductio

n, body, or 

conclusion.)   

Missing one 

section of the 

paper 

(introduction, 

body, or 

conclusion.) 

There is a 

clear 

introduction, 

body, and 

conclusion, 

but individual 

sections 

might be 

disorganized. 

Some 

transitions are 

present.  

Paper is divided 

into an 

introduction, 

body, and 

conclusion.  

Transitions are 

used 

throughout.  

Individual 

paragraphs are 

organized with 

clear topic 

sentences and 

support that is 

logically 

ordered.  

Introduction has a 

meaningful lead, 

previews what is 

to come.  

Transitions are 

used throughout.  

Body paragraphs 

provide 

organization with 

logical grouping 

of ideas.  

Conclusion 

provides closure.  

Introduction has a 

strong and meaningful 

lead, clearly states the 

topic, and previews 

what is to come in a 

logical order.  

Natural transitions 

are used throughout.  

Body paragraphs 

provide unified 

organization with a 

logical progression of 

ideas.  

Conclusion follows 

from and supports the 

topic or thesis 

statement.  


